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Radiation Therapy for 
Head and Neck Cancer

Radiation therapy is an effective treatment  
option for head and neck cancer that offers  
several benefits for patients

For more information, or to schedule  
a personal consultation, please visit  
Akumin.com or call 866-977-0687



VERSION CODE: FE2423

Radiation therapy is a common treatment option for head and neck cancer, 

which includes cancers of the mouth, throat, larynx, and salivary glands. It is a 

type of cancer treatment that uses high-energy radiation to kill cancer cells and 

shrink tumors. In this report, we will explore the benefits of radiation therapy for 

the treatment of head and neck cancer.

ADVANTAGES OF RADIATION THERAPY:
—  �One of the key benefits of radiation therapy for head and neck cancers 

is that it is a highly targeted treatment option. This means that it can be 

directed specifically at the cancer cells, while sparing healthy cells in the 

surrounding tissue. 

—  �Radiation therapy can also be used in combination with other treatments, 

such as surgery and chemotherapy, to improve the overall effectiveness  

of the treatment plan. For example, radiation therapy can be used before  

or after surgery to destroy any remaining cancer cells and reduce the risk  

of recurrence. 

—  �In addition to being an effective treatment option, radiation therapy can 

also be a less invasive option compared to surgery. This can be particularly 

beneficial for patients who may not be good candidates for surgery due  

to their age, overall health, or the location of the tumor.

EFFECTIVENESS OF RADIATION THERAPY:
—  �Radiation therapy is a well-established treatment option with a long track 

record of efficiency in treating head and neck cancer.

—  �Radiation therapy can be a highly effective treatment option for head and 

neck cancer, with a success rate of up to 90%.

SIDE EFFECTS:
—  �Radiation therapy typically only causes minor side effects, such as dry 

mouth, difficulty swallowing, or changes in taste, compared to other 

treatment options like surgery and chemotherapy. These side effects 

are generally temporary and can be managed with medication or other 

supportive therapies.

CONCLUSION:

Radiation therapy is a proven and effective treatment option 
for head and neck cancer with a low risk of complications. 

It offers many benefits such as high success rates, the potential for combination 

with other treatments, and less invasiveness compared to surgery. Radiation 

therapy improves the patient’s quality of life during and after treatment, and it 

should be considered as part of a comprehensive treatment plan for head and 

neck cancer. If you have been diagnosed with head and neck cancer, speak to 

your physician to see if radiation therapy is a good treatment option for you.

RADIATION THERAPY FOR HEAD AND NECK CANCER: 

A Comprehensive Overview
QUICK FACTS

4% of cancer cases 
in the U.S.

Head and neck cancers 

account for about 4% of all 

cancer cases in the U.S.

80%
External beam radiation 

therapy is used to treat up to 

80% of head and neck cancers.

65% survival 
rate

The 5-year survival rate  

for head and neck cancers  

is about 65%. 


