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Radiation Therapy  
for Pancreatic Cancer

Radiation therapy is an effective treatment  
option for pancreatic cancer that offers  
several benefits for patients

For more information, or to schedule  
a personal consultation, please visit  
Akumin.com or call 866-977-0687



VERSION CODE: FE2223

Pancreatic cancer is a serious disease with a high mortality rate. Treatment 
options for pancreatic cancer include surgery, chemotherapy, and radiation 
therapy. Radiation therapy uses high-energy radiation to target and destroy 
cancer cells. It can be used to treat different types of pancreatic cancer, includ-
ing pancreatic adenocarcinoma, which is the most common form of pancreatic 
cancer. It can be used as a standalone treatment or in combination with other 
treatments, such as surgery or chemotherapy. In this report, we will explore the 
benefits of radiation therapy for pancreatic cancer. 

ADVANTAGES OF RADIATION THERAPY:
—  �One of the main benefits of radiation therapy for pancreatic cancer is that it 

can be used to shrink tumors. Radiation therapy targets tumors in the pan-
creas, which can help to reduce their size and make them easier to remove 
surgically. This can increase the effectiveness of surgery and improve the 
chances of a successful outcome.

—  �Radiation therapy can be used to relieve symptoms of pancreatic cancer.  
For example, radiation therapy can be used to relieve pain caused by a tumor 
in the pancreas. It can also be used to improve the quality of life for patients 
with advanced pancreatic cancer, by reducing symptoms such as nausea  
and vomiting.

—  �Radiation therapy can be used to prolong survival in patients with pancreatic 
cancer. While pancreatic cancer is often difficult to treat, radiation therapy 
can be used to slow the growth of the cancer and improve the chances of 

long-term survival.

EFFECTIVENESS OF RADIATION THERAPY:
—  �According to the American Cancer Society, radiation therapy can be used to 

treat pancreatic cancer, with a cure rate of up to 30% for early-stage tumors.

—  �The National Comprehensive Cancer Network recommends radiation 
therapy as a treatment option for pancreatic cancer, both as a standalone 

treatment and in combination with other treatments.

SIDE EFFECTS:
—  �Radiation therapy typically only causes minor side effects, such as skin 

irritation or fatigue, compared to other treatment options like surgery  
and chemotherapy.  

CONCLUSION:

Radiation therapy is a proven and effective treatment option 
for pancreatic cancer with a low risk of complications. 

It can be used to shrink tumors, relieve symptoms, and prolong survival. Radia-

tion therapy improves the patient’s quality of life during and after treatment, and 

it should be considered as part of a comprehensive treatment plan for pancreatic 

cancer. If you have been diagnosed with pancreatic cancer, talk to your physician 

about whether radiation therapy is a good treatment option for you.
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Pancreatic cancer is the third 

leading cause of cancer-

related death in the U.S.

11% survival 
rate

For all stages combined, 

the 5-year survival rate for 

pancreatic cancer is 11%.  

3 years
For patients who are diagnosed 

before pancreatic cancer 
spreads, the average pancreatic 
cancer survival time is 3 years.


