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Radiation Therapy  
for Skin Cancer

Radiation therapy is an effective treatment  
option for skin cancer that offers several  
benefits for patients

For more information, or to schedule  
a personal consultation, please visit  
Akumin.com or call 866-977-0687
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Skin cancer is a common form of cancer, with millions of cases being diagnosed 

every year. While there are various treatment options available, radiation therapy 

has proven to be an effective way to treat skin cancer. In this report, we will 

explore the benefits of radiation therapy for skin cancer.

ADVANTAGES OF RADIATION THERAPY:
—   One of the main benefits of radiation therapy for skin cancer is that it is a 

non-invasive treatment option. Unlike surgery, radiation therapy does not 

involve cutting into the skin, which means there is no need for stitches or a 

recovery period. This makes it a great option for patients who are unable to 

undergo surgery or who prefer a non-invasive treatment.

—   Radiation therapy is highly effective. Studies have shown that radiation 

therapy can achieve high cure rates for skin cancer. It can also be used to 

relieve symptoms such as pain and bleeding in advanced skin cancer cases.

—   Radiation therapy can be used to preserve the appearance of the skin. When 

surgery is used to treat skin cancer, it can leave scars or disfigurement. 

Radiation therapy can be used to treat skin cancer while preserving the 

appearance of the skin, which is especially important when treating skin 

cancer on the face or other visible areas.

EFFECTIVENESS OF RADIATION THERAPY:
—   According to the American Cancer Society, radiation therapy can achieve 

cure rates of over 90% for basal cell carcinoma and squamous cell 

carcinoma.

—   The National Comprehensive Cancer Network recommends radiation 

therapy as a treatment option for certain types of skin cancer, including 

basal cell carcinoma and squamous cell carcinoma.

SIDE EFFECTS:
—   Radiation therapy typically only causes minor side effects, such as skin 

irritation or fatigue.  

CONCLUSION:

Radiation therapy is a proven and effective treatment  
option for skin cancer with a low risk of complications.

It can achieve high cure rates, relieve symptoms, and preserve the appearance 

of the skin. If you have been diagnosed with skin cancer, talk to your physician 

about whether radiation therapy is a good treatment option for you.

RADIATION THERAPY FOR SKIN CANCER: 

A Comprehensive Overview
QUICK FACTS

Age 70
One in five Americans  

will develop skin cancer  

by the age of 70.

2+ deaths 
per hour

More than two people die  

of skin cancer in the U.S.  

every hour.

99% survival 
rate

When detected early, the 

5-year survival rate for 

melanoma is 99%.


